
6.6.07 - Rodriguez to participate in Mexico-U.S. interparliamentary group meeting in Austin

  (Washington, D.C.) - Congressman Ciro D. Rodriguez (TX-23) will be attending the
Mexico-U.S. Interparliamentary Group (IPG) meeting this Friday, Saturday and Sunday in
Austin, TX as a delegate from the U.S. Congress.  The IPG brings together key legislators
annually from the U.S. and Mexican Congresses to cultivate partnerships between legislators
across the border and to work on building cooperative agreements between the two countries.   

    

  &quot;The IPG conference is an opportunity to work closely with our Mexican counterparts on
the issues that make up the inseparable relationship between the U.S. and Mexico - including
the need for infrastructure investments to support and enhance commerce and security, as well
as our unique bi-cultural relationship.   

  

  &quot;We have seen a sharp increase in illegal trafficking of drugs, humans, and weapons
along our shared border.  These illegal trade routes are not only an immediate problem for both
U.S. and Mexican border communities, they pose a larger and serious national security
vulnerability for the U.S.  Only with a comprehensive border policy that includes smart border
control technology, cooperative relationships between enforcement entities, and additional
resources to border communities on both sides, will we be successful in stemming the tide of
illegal activity along the border.    

  

  &quot;I look forward to working with the distinguished group of Mexican legislators and my
fellow U.S. Representatives at the Interparliamentary Group meeting to confer on these critical
issues,&quot; said Congressman Ciro D. Rodriguez.   

  

  Key issues to be discussed during the meeting of the governmental representatives include:   

     
    -  Economic development and trade policy 

      
    -  Border and immigration policy 

      
    -   Crime, violence, and trafficking along the border   

  

  Congressman Rodriguez was named to the Mexico-U.S. Interparliamentary Group earlier this
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year by Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi.  He currently serves on the House Transportation
and Homeland Security Appropriation subcommittees.   

  

  # # #   

  

  Attendees for Mexico-US IPG in Austin, Texas, June 8-10, 2007   

  

  Representatives:   

  

  Representative Ed Pastor, Chair                                                            (D-Arizona)   

  

  Representative Linda Sanchez, Vice Chair                                             (D-California)   

  

  Representative Bob Filner                                                                     (D-California)   

  

  Representative Jerry Weller                                                                  (R-Illinois)   

  

  Representative Silvestre Reyes                                                              (D-Texas)   

  

  Representative Michael McCaul                                                            (R-Texas)   

  

  Representative Connie Mack                                                                (R-Florida)   

  

  Representative Brian Bilbray                                                                 (R-California)   
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  Representative Gabrielle Giffords                                                          (D-Arizona)   

  

  Representative Ciro Rodriguez                                                              (D-Texas)   

  

  United States Embassy Mexico City:   

  

  His Excellency Antonio O. Garza, Jr., Ambassador of the United States to Mexico   

  

  Embassy of Mexico:   

  

  His Excellency Arturo Sarukhan, Ambassador of Mexico to the United States   

  

  Senado de la República de Mexico   

  

  Sen. Manlio Fabio Beltrones Rivera (PRI)   

  

  Sen. Ricardo García Cervantes (PAN)   

  

  Sen. Santiago Creel Miranda (PAN)   

  

  Sen. Gustavo Madero Muñoz (PAN)   
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  Sen. Adriana González Carrillo (PAN)   

  

  Sen. Rosario Green Macías (PRI)   

  

  Sen. Eloy Cantú Segovia (PRI)   

  

  Sen. Carlos Navarrete Ruíz (PRD)   

  

  Sen. Tomás Torres Mercado (PRD)   

  

  Sen. Ludivina Menchaca Castellanos (PVEM)   

  

  Sen. José Luis Lobato Campos (Convergencia)   

  

  Sen. Josefina Cota Cota (PT)   

  

  Cámara de Diputados de Mexico   

  

  Dip. Antonio Valladolid Rodríguez (PAN)   

  

  Dip. Cruz Pérez Cuéllar (PAN)   

  

  Dip. José Jacques Medina (PRD)   
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  Dip. Raymundo Cárdenas Hernández (PRD)   

  

  Dip. Enrique Serrano Escobar (PRI)   

  

  Dip. Erika Larregui (PVEM)   

  

  Dip. José Luis Varela Lagunas(Convergencia)   

  

  Dip. Rodolfo Solis Parga (PT)   

  

  Dip. Irma Piñeyro Arias (NA)   

  

  Dip. Armando García Méndez(ASD)   

  

  46th Mexico-US Interparliamentary Group Meeting Agenda   

  

     

  

  Friday, June 8   

  

  7:15 p.m.                Reception, dinner, and at Umlauf Sculpture Garden   
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                                Remain Overnight (RON): Barton Creek Resort   

  

                      

  

  Saturday, June 9   

  

  9:00 a.m.                Opening Ceremony, The Forum Amphitheater, Barton Creek Resort   

  

  9:45 a.m.                Working Session I - Barton Creek Room -- Prosperity and Competitiveness
  

  

  11:15 a.m.              Break                                                                                                     

  

  11:30 a.m.              Working Session II - Barton Creek Room - Migration and Border
Cooperation    

  

  1:30 p.m.                Lunch, Break   

  

  4:00 p.m.                Working Session III - Barton Creek Room - Cooperation on Security   

  

                                and Legal Issues   

  

  5:30 p.m.                Press conference - Barton Creek Room   
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  7:00 p.m.                Reception, dinner & at Texas State History Museum   

  

                                     RON: Barton Creek Resort   
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